In the elevated plus maze test, mice usually hesitate to enter 'open arms'. Therefore, the level of anxiety can be measured as the number of entrances into and/or the length of time spent in 'open arms'. Mice lacking one of bombesin (BN)-like peptide receptors (NMB-R) displayed normal levels of anxiety, but exhibited decreased 'risk assessment behavior'. This may reflect the emotional state of these animals. We suggest that BN-like peptides and their receptors may play a role in modulating emotion, including some forms of anxiety (for more information, see the article by Yamada et al,.
